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MED I£ AL
Eve rell Ferguson , Backgrowuls of Early Chri ·tianity, Erdm a n' Pu bli hin

o.,

19 7.

£ erell Fergu n provide · a valuabl , o mprehensive handboo k imended
"to illumine th e hi sto ri cal se tting !o f ea rl
hris1ia nit y) in a ma ny o f it
ra mifi a1io ns as feasible" (xv). In pi red by hi s me nto r, . D. oc k of Harvard,
th e auth o r over a ·wnning range o f subj e ·ts, beg inning in cha pter I a nd
2 with th e political history and I{ ma n administrati o n of th e Helleni ti
wo rld a nd with as pect of th e co ntempora ry society a nd ulture, such as th e
clas · sy tem, Roman law, mo ralit (e peciall as related Lo th e famil )', wo men,
and th e expos ure o f childre n), e o no mi c life, e 111e r1a inme111, edu ca1i o n,
literature a nd lan guage, art a nd archi te wre. ha pte r 3 revi ew· H ll eni sti cRo ma n reli gio n , a nd ·ha pter 4 co m e mpora ry phil oso phies, di tin gui shin g
be t, een ea rl y, middl e, and la te sy ncre ti c fo rm . ha pter 5 le ngthil y urve
Juda i m, whi ch th auth o r o n ider th mos t impo n a m background.
Co nseque ntl y, he include eve n mo ,·e de ta iled bibliogra phi c and note
th a n o n p re vi o us to pic . In a bri ef fin al chapter, he umm ari ze th e
fa mili ar e nviro nm e m al fa l r o f gove rnm e nt, lang uage, culture, and
"the reli gio us qu e ·t of 1he Ge ntil e wo rld " (495), elcme 111s fa vo rabl e to the
pread of Chri 1ia nity.
Ferg uso n find s mo re di ffe re nce th a n pa rallels b twee n th e Helle n i ti c
wo rld and th e wo rld of ea rl
hri sti a nit , whi h he think was ori in a ll )•
imple a nd large! unaffected b th e surroundin g wo rld, whi ch did, ho wever,
modif later Chri ti a nit . He state, fo r exa mpl e, th at clas ·ica l heroe and
process io nals we1· re pla ed b medieval aints and ce,·emo ni al . ugge 1jvely,
he attribute · influence fro m reco- Ro man religio n upo n th legal, orga nizati o na l, a nd prie tl y ha racter o f Ca tholi cism and upo n 1he dedi ca ted pie t
and "s peculati ve" doctrin e o r Easte rn Orthodoxy (132). Ferguson as en the
ignifi an ce of Ci ero' languag fo r Latin Christian th eo logy, of Pyth agoras'
di sciplined brotherh ood for Athanasiu 's Life of St. Anthony and rnonasti i m,
and of Plutarch'· M oralia for spreading Midd le Platoni sm. Plo tinu 's
my tici m he find s unlike Chri sti an spirituality beca u e it ,·e lies upo n pro•
lo nged effo rt o f will a nd under ra ndin g in Lead o f gr ace. One o nl y wishes
th at th e auth o r wo uld have in ludecl 1110 ,·e di cussio n of spirituality and ,
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indeed, of the background of supernalUra lism characteri tic of early
hristianity.
The discus ion of He llenis ti c and Talmudic Judai m would appeal to
readers unfamiliar with the e developments. The Hell enized form i
r presented b Phi lo and e pecially by t.he Septuagint (the u·anslati on of the
Old Testament into Greek), which Fergu on consider the foremo t literary
vent of the era be au e of its u e b
e, Testament writers. Differences
ob er ed between Christ and th e Phari ee and Sadclucees are insightful,
·uch a J esus' symhesis of free will and predestination, theological polarities
separa tin g the two religiou parties. However, one might not be convin ced
of specific assertions, such as the alleged influence of toicism on Paul
through the Wisdom of olom n. till, the author succeed in hi purpose LO present the range of topics and pertinent data that make up the
Hellenistic-Roman world, even though it does not ignificantly affect early
Christian it but ,·a ther is itself changed by that movement. Like Frank ro ,
whom he quoces, Fergu on conclude that the clear distin tion of Christianity
from a ll background · and alternatives i the unique per on of Je us hri t
himself and the teaching and new life he provides.
Wi l on C. Baroody
Arizona tale niversit

Warren Treadgo ld, The Byzantine Revival: 780-842
19 8.

Lanford

niver ity Press,

Warren Treadgold' work i · one of a number of recent period piece · on
th Byzantine Empire, and I hope it will herald a 1·evival (to echo th e title)
of intere t in thi ountry in Byzantine studie . The history of the Ea tern
Empire provides a rich tape try for general historica l theme largel y
neglected by American cholars. This work goe a lon g way toward corr ting that. The author's avowed purpose is to pre ent a general hi tory
to both "the reader who i · simply curious about B zanti um" and to the
peciali t (vii). As Tr adgold him elf points om, some professional cholar
of B zantine history may be annoyed becau ·e it, as a survey, doe not cover
all the wou ld wish. That mu t be a ver minor anno an e, for· the urvey
of both the period and of all it facet i virtuall y complete.
Treadgold is dea li ng with one of a cycle of Byzantine recoveries that
haracterize its emire hi story. The first se tion of the book puts his period
in it proper place, following the recovery under Justinian, the disastrou
impa t of the rise of Islam, and the internal chaos wrought b Iconoclasm.
The main thrust of the work deals with the period from Irene to Theophilu .
The first chapter ana l zes how the empir got to t.he point of being ready

